Blog 2b – Is your course female friendly?
The number of women playing golf is growing rapidly.  Is your course ready for that?  Are you giving women the best chance to enjoy their experience?

Have you taken the time to ask them what they do or do not like about playing your course?

Women love to play golf.  They love to spend money in your pro shop and the enjoy visiting the 19th hole for some food and cocktails.

It is important to know and understand what makes for a enjoyable experience in their eyes.  If you are not paying attention to their wants and needs, they may just take their money elsewhere and find another course that offers what they are looking for.

To be honest, I never viewed the experience from a woman’s perspective until I met my wife and her family.  This led to me playing plenty of golf with my wife and my mother in law.  It also led to many conversations with them and their friends about their experience on golf courses we played.  My eyes became wide open and I realized that The Ranch was missing the boat and we needed to become more female friendly.

Golf course set up is so important in this aspect. How many holes do you have on your course where there is long carries from the tee box to the fairway?  We certainly had some at The Ranch.  We don’t anymore.  How frustrating is it when the average player has trouble carrying their drive over the trouble to get to the fairway.  That is frustrating. We ended up building a few new tee boxes further up fairways to alleviate this problem and on other holes we cut the rough back closer to the ladies tees.  The course should be set up with the average player in mind rather than the better player.
Do you have holes on your course where the “ladies” tees are further back than the “mens” tees to make it a par 5 for the women rather than a par 4.  I would bet a lot of money that if you surveyed the women that played your course that is would be a very high percentage that don’t enjoy that and would prefer to play it as a par 4 and would find the course much more enjoyable if a tee box was built further up on the fairway.  It is generally not well received by women to play a course with a higher par than it is for men.
Think about how you merchandise your ladies clothing.  Is the shopping experience you are offering to women a positive experience?  Make sure you have a good product mix and proper space in your pro shop to display your women’s merchandise.

Do you have food and drink menu items that would appeal to your female guests?  Not having a decent selection on your menu that appeals to women will stop them from staying after their round and perhaps stop them from choosing your golf course next time they play.

Make sure your course is not just an “old boys club” and ensure that the woman at your course are happy as well!

