Blog 5B – Introduction to Golf Etiquette
Etiquette is a huge part of golf, both in respecting other golfers that are on the golf course and respect of the golf course itself.

Before we get into etiquette on the golf course, let’s first talk about etiquette with the golf course you are playing itself.

Etiquette with golf course

· Book for the number of players you will actually have.  Many golfers don’t really want to get paired with other players so if they only plan to have 2 or 3 players some will book for four players so they don’t get paired up. In this scenario, that is being very disrespectful to the golf course and their ability to maximize their opportunity to make revenue. Doing this also costs other golfers the opportunity to play in that time slot as well.  If you have less than 4 players, you need to realize that you will likely be paired up with other players.

· Not showing up for your tee time booked is the ultimate lack of etiquette in dealing with a golf course.  This not only costs the golf course significant revenue but takes away the opportunity for others that would have enjoyed the tee time the opportunity to play. This happens far to often and likely much more than you may think.  Please don’t be “that guy”.

· Show up for your tee time at least 15 minutes in advance and longer if you plan to warm up using the driving range or putting green. Starters work hard at golf courses to keep tee times on time, which also helps with the pace of play on the course.  If you are running behind and it makes it so you start your round after your scheduled tee time that will negatively impact all of the golfers the rest of the day behind you.
· Bringing personal alcohol to the golf course is against AGLC regulations and golf course can not allow it to happen or they put their liquor license at risk.  The entire property at a golf course is a licensed premise, just the same as any bar or restaurant you may go to.  You are not allowed to bring a bottle of alcohol and mix to a restaurant or bar, and you can’t to a golf course either.  You would get kicked out of a restaurant or bar if you did that and the bouncers at a bar would not likely be overly friendly to you while escorting you off the property.  Golf courses are paying staff to serve you and take care of all of your food and beverage needs.  Sure it costs more than if you snuck your own beer onto a course, but it is disrespectful to both the course and their staff to bring your own.  It also makes for very awkward situations for staff at courses to be taking outside alcohol away from you.  It will make for a much more enjoyable day for all involved if you just support the golf course and not break the AGLC laws.

Etiquette on the golf course
Safety first

· Do not swing your club during practice swings or while hitting the ball unless others are a safe distance away from you.

· Don’t take practice swings in the direction of other players as you never know if you may hit a rock, a golf tree, grass or other objects that would hit another player.

· If a ball you hit looks like it may hit another player be sure to yell “FORE”! which is the known alert that a ball may be headed in their direction and to try to protect themselves.

· Don’t throw your clubs in anger as that could be dangerous as well as being rude and childish

Pace of Play

· Keep the round moving by being prepared to hit your shot when it is your turn. You probably don't like waiting on other groups - don't make other groups wait on you.

· The player who is away hits first in a group. However, in friendly matches (as opposed to tournament play), this rule can be ignored in favor of "ready golf" - players hit as they are ready. All players should agree to "ready golf" before it is put into effect.

· Do not spend too much time looking for a lost ball, particularly if there is a group behind you ready to play.  

· Always try to keep pace with the group ahead of you. If space opens in front of you, allow faster groups behind you to play through. You also should consider skipping a hole to catch up to the group in front of you.  Falling behind the group in front of you makes the round of every group behind you the rest of the day slower.  Thus, it is of the utmost of importance to keep up the group in front of you out of respect for all of those playing behind you.

· When two players in a cart hit to opposite sides of a hole, drive to first ball and drop off that player with his club, then drive to the second ball. After both players hit, meet up farther down the hole.

· When walking from your cart to your ball, take a couple clubs with you. Taking only one club, then having to return to the cart to retrieve a different club, is a huge time-waster.

· Always leave the putting green as soon as your group has finished putting out.

Respect the conditions of the course

· Observe cart rules. Some courses will post "cart path only" signs; others will ask you to observe the "90-degree rule." 

· Keep carts proper distance away from greens and hazards.

· Keep carts on the cart paths around all tees and greens.

· Repair your divots in the fairway.  

· Repair your ball marks on the green.  

· Always rake sand bunkers after hitting to eliminate your footprints and to fix the hitting area where your ball was.  

General Etiquette tips

· Never talk during another player's swing.

· Be aware of your shadow on the putting green. Don't stand in a place that causes your shadow to be cast across another player or that player's putting line.  
· Never walk through a playing partner's putting line. Your footprints might alter the path of a partner's putt. Step over the putting line, or walk around (behind) the partner's ball.

· When a playing partner is swinging or putting, try to stand out of his or her line of vision, and remain quiet during the other golfer's swing.

That may be a lot to take in, especially if you are new to the game, but the most important thing is to have fun!  Following the proper etiquette will ultimately make the enjoyment of the game better for you and for all others playing the course that day.

